
Acts 4:31–37
And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word 
of God with boldness. 32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 33 And with great power 
gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was 
upon them all. 34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold, 35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was 
made unto every man according as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the apostles 
was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) 
a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37 Having land, sold it, and brought the 
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
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1 Corinthians 12:12, 25–26
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of 
that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 25 That there 
should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the 
same care one for another. 26 And whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with it.

1 John 3:17
But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him?

B. An             toward ownership

2 Corinthians 9:7
Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

Proverbs 11:24
There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.

2. The       for Generosity

A.  The discipline of    
(Acts 4:31)

James 4:1–2
From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, 
even of your lusts that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye 
kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have 
not, because ye ask not.

B. The disposition of    

Acts 4:33
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

2 Corinthians 8:1–9
Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on 
the churches of Macedonia; 2  How that in a great trial of affliction the 
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abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality. 3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond 
their power they were willing of themselves; 4 Praying us with much 
intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship 
of the ministering to the saints. 5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but 
first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 6 
Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also 
finish in you the same grace also. 7 Therefore, as ye abound in every 
thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and 
in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 8 I speak not by 
commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove 
the sincerity of your love. 9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.

3. The      of Generosity

A. A people who did not         

Acts 4:34–35
Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold, 35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution 
was made unto every man according as he had need.

Matthew 6:26–32
Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather 
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better 
than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet I say 
unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, 
and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O 
ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all 
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things.
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2 Corinthians 8:13–15
For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: 14 But by an 
equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their 
want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that 
there may be equality: 15 As it is written, He that had gathered much had 
nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.

B. A man who sold his        

Acts 4:36–37
And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being 
interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 
37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet.

2 Corinthians 4:18
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.

Colossians 3:2
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
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