
Acts 5:16–42
There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing 
sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed 
every one. 17 Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which 
is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 18 And laid their 
hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison. 19 But the angel of the 
Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, 20 Go, 
stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life. 21 And when 
they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But 
the high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, 
and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 22 But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they 
returned, and told, 23 Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and 
the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found 
no man within. 24 Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple and the 
chief priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this would grow. 
25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison 
are standing in the temple, and teaching the people. 26 Then went the captain 
with the officers, and brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest 
they should have been stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, they set them 
before the council: and the high priest asked them, 28 Saying, Did not we straitly 
command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled 
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. 29 
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather 
than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on 
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a tree. 31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are his witnesses 
of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that 
obey him. 33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to 
slay them. 34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, 
a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to 
put the apostles forth a little space; 35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take 
heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. 36 For before these 
days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, 
about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed 
him, were scattered, and brought to nought. 37 After this man rose up Judas of 
Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also 
perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 38 And now I say 
unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this 
work be of men, it will come to nought: 39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. 40 And to him they agreed: and 
when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 And they departed from 
the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ.

Introduction
                                  
                             

1. The                They Endured
(2 Thessalonians 1:4; 2 Timothy 2:3; 2 Timothy 4:5)

A. They endured an unfair    .
(Acts 5:17–18)

John 15:20
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than 
his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they 
have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
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B. They endured unfounded          .
(Acts 5:27–28)

Luke 23:10
And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him.

1 Peter 3:16
Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of 
evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation 
in Christ.

C. They endured unfortunate                    .
(Acts 5:40)

Mark 13:9
But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in 
the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and 
kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.

Luke 21:16–17
And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and 
friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death. 17 And ye shall 
be hated of all men for my name’s sake.

2. The       They Experienced
(Acts 5:19–21)

A. Christ’s intervention gave             .

Psalm 34:19
Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all.

2 Timothy 3:11
Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at 
Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered 
me.

2 Timothy 4:16–18
At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray 
God that it may not be laid to their charge. 17 Notwithstanding the Lord 
stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be 
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fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out 
of the mouth of the lion. 18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil 
work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.

B. Christ’s instructions gave             .

Acts 5:20
Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.

Romans 6:22a
But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God,

Exodus 8:1
And the Lord spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus 
saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve me.

3. The              They Exhibited

A. They resisted being          .

Acts 5:27–29
And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the 
high priest asked them, 28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that 
ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. 29 Then 
Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men.

1 Peter 2:13–14
Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it 
be to the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent 
by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do 
well.

B. They rejoiced in     .

Acts 5:40–41
And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten 
them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go. 41 And they departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.
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1 Peter 4:12–13
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch 
as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

C. They refused to    .

Acts 5:42
And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.

Conclusion
                                  
                             


