
Acts 11:27–30
And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 28 And there stood 
up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be 
great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius 
Caesar. 29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to 
send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 30 Which also they did, and 
sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Introduction
                                  
                             

1. The Presence of a        
(Acts 11:28)

A. An accurate       

B. An acute       

Philippians 4:11–12
Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content. 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know 
how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.
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Hebrews 11:36–38
And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover 
of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about 
in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 
(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

2. The Participation in the                
(Acts 11:29)

A. The       who gave—“every man”

1 Corinthians 16:2a
Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him,

Deuteronomy 16:17
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy 
God which he hath given thee.

B. The            they gave—“according to his ability”

Mark 12:41–44
And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast 
money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 42 And 
there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which 
make a farthing. 43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than 
all they which have cast into the treasury: 44 For all they did cast in of 
their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all 
her living.

Deuteronomy 16:17
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy 
God which he hath given thee.

2 Corinthians 8:12–15
For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man 
hath, and not according to that he hath not. 13 For I mean not that other 
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men be eased, and ye burdened: 14 But by an equality, that now at this 
time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance 
also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: 15  As it 
is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had 
gathered little had no lack.

C. The          they gave—“relief unto the brethren”

Luke 19:8
And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by 
false accusation, I restore him fourfold.

3. The Pattern for                                   Giving
(Acts 11:30)

A.     giving

1 Corinthians 16:2
Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

B.     giving

2 Corinthians 8:2
How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

2 Corinthians 8:9
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

C.     giving

1. Sincerity means a willing heart.
(2 Corinthians 8:3, 12; Exodus 25:2; Exodus 35:21)

2. Sincerity means a loving heart.
(2 Corinthians 8:8)

3. Sincerity means a joyful heart.
(2 Corinthians 9:7; 1 Chronicles 29:13–14)
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Conclusion
                                  
                             


