
Acts 12:1–19
Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the 
church. 2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And because 
he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the 
days of unleavened bread.) 4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in 
prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending 
after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: 
but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 6 And when 
Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between 
two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the 
prison. 7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined 
in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise 
up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. 8 And the angel said unto him, 
Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast 
thy garment about thee, and follow me. 9 And he went out, and followed him; and 
wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. 
10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron 
gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they 
went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from 
him. 11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that 
the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and 
from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. 12 And when he had considered 
the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was 
Mark; where many were gathered together praying. 13 And as Peter knocked at the 
door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. 14 And when she knew 
Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter 
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stood before the gate. 15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly 
affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. 16 But Peter continued 
knocking: and when they had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 
17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto 
them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these 
things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another 
place. 18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers, 
what was become of Peter. 19 And when Herod had sought for him, and found him 
not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be put to death. 
And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there abode.

Introduction
                                  
                             
(Hewbrews 11:6; Psalm 5:3)

1. The        for their Prayers
(Acts 12:1–5; Psalm 50:15; Psalm 86:7)

A. The growth of Herod’s                

Philippians 4:6
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Hebrews 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

B. The grief over James’     

1 Peter 5:7
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

Psalm 61:2
From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is 
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

C. The gravity of Peter’s                           
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Luke 11:5–9
And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto 
him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 For a 
friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before 
him? 7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door 
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give 
thee. 8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is 
his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many 
as he needeth. 9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

2. God’s             to their Prayers
(Acts 12:6–10)

A. He responded at the right             .

Job 23:10
But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold.

Galatians 4:4
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law,

Ecclesiastes 3:1
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven:

B. He responded in the right             .

1 Peter 3:12
For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

Exodus 3:7
And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are 
in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I 
know their sorrows;

C. He responded in the right             .
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Romans 8:26–28
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what 
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And he that searcheth 
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose.

3. The         of their Prayers
(Acts 12:11–19)

A. The enemy’s plans were                           .

Psalm 2:2–4
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, 3 Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 4 He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

Psalm 18:48
He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou liftest me up above those 
that rise up against me: thou hast delivered me from the violent man.

B. The church’s prayers were           .

Isaiah 65:24
And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear.

Jeremiah 33:3
Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not.

Ephesians 3:20
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

C. The ruler’s guards were              .
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Psalm 138:7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt 
stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right 
hand shall save me.

Conclusion
                                  
                             
James 4:2b

…ye have not, because ye ask not.


